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Welcome to the best VEFW Post in Kansas! Lee-Pearson Post 1786
About the VFW

The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War
(1898) and the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights
and benefits for their service. Many arrived home wounded or sick; there was no medical care or
veterans' pension, and they were left to care for themselves.

In their misery, some veterans banded together and formed organizations with what
would become known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. The movement
quickly gained momentum after chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado, and Pennsylvania. By
1915, membership had grown to 5,000; by 1936, it had almost doubled to almost 200,000.

Since then, the VFW's voice has been instrumental in establishing the Veterans
Administration, creating a GI bill for the 20th century, developing the national cemetery system,
and fighting for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed to Agent Orange and for veterans
diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory by passing a GI
Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America's active-duty service
members and members of the Guard and Reserves fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The VFW has also fought to improve VA medical centers' services for women veterans.

Besides helping fund the creation of the Vietnam, Korean War, World War I, and
Women in Military Service memorials. In 2005, the VFW became the first veterans' organization

to contribute to building the new Disabled Veterans for Life Memorial, which opened in
November 2010.

Annually, the nearly 2 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more
than 8.6 million hours of volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A
Difference Day and National Volunteer Week.

From providing over $3 million in college scholarships and savings bonds to students
every year to encouraging the elevation of the Department of Veterans Affairs to the president's
cabinet, the VFW is there.

POST 1786 Information

e Membership & Background: The Post includes both men and women from all military
branches, with service in Korea, Vietnam, Kosovo, Desert Storm, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

e Shared Identity: Members are united by a common military culture, shared language,
mutual respect, and the desire to improve the quality of life in the veteran community.

e Core Values: Pride in service and a strong commitment to supporting the community are
central to the Post’s mission.

e Public Perception: We must counter the stereotype that the VFW consists of older
veterans reminiscing and drinking. We are not! Post 1786 is active, engaged in the
community, and forward-looking.
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e Community Role:
o Advocates for veteran-related issues.
o Provides support to local veterans and their families.
o Aims to bridge the civil-military divide.
o Seeks to increase public awareness and appreciation of veterans through active
outreach and visible camaraderie.

Meeting Information:
-3" Monday of the Month @7 pm
-Will last 1 hour
-114 McCall Road, Manhattan, KS (The American Legion Building)

The meetings follow the compressed agenda from the VFW Manual of Procedure. Here are some
things to know before your first meeting.

Meeting Etiquette and Protocols

o Please remove all headgear upon entering the meeting, except for an official VFW cover
(cap). There are several different styles, but all are authorized.

e No alcohol is permitted during the meeting.
e Ifyou are eligible but not yet a member, you are welcome to attend as a guest.
o Two raps of the gavel signal everyone to stand; one rap signals you to sit.

e To speak during the meeting, stand, salute, and address the Commander by saying
“Commander” before making your statement.

e You may not speak while seated or interrupt someone who currently has the floor.

e Ifyou need to leave the room, proceed to the door, turn toward the Colors, salute, and
then exit. Upon returning, enter, salute the Colors, and quietly return to your seat.

o To approach the stage where the officers are seated, go to the Colors first, salute, and
then proceed to the Commander behind the table. Do not approach from the front or reach
over the open Bible.

e  When the Chaplain is called to deliver a prayer, stand, remove your cover, and hold it
over your heart with the Maltese Cross facing outward.

e Please avoid sidebar conversations.
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Mentorship

All new members will be assigned a Battle Buddy/mentor. Most likely, this person will be
the one who recruited you. This experienced member is your principal contact and will be available
to answer any questions you may have regarding topics discussed or procedures. Your Battle
Buddy will know how to find answers to any questions they might not know. Please ask anyone if
you need any assistance or have questions.

Online Resources

Post Website: https://viwl786.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ViwPostl786

Email: yfwpostl 786pao@gmail.com

VFW Official Apparel: hitps://www.vfwstore.org/category/vfw
-Place to get your official VFW member cap and anything else VFW-related

Programs

We’re committed to bridging the civil-military divide by actively participating in community events and
promoting veteran visibility. Some of the recognition programs we engage in are:

e Patriot’s Pen (grades 6-8) and Voice of Democracy (grades 9-12)
e Teacher of the Year awards in three grade categories.

e We honor First Responders, including Law Enforcement, Dispatcher, Corrections
Officer, EMT, and Firefighter of the Year.
Further information on these recognition programs can be found at https://vfwl786.org

These are all meaningful programs you may be interested in supporting.

In Closing

Once again, thank you for choosing to become a member of our VFW Post. You can be involved
in as much or as little as you want; the important thing is that you are a member. The more members we
have, the larger collective voice we have in the halls of the State and Federal bodies of Congress. Larger
Voice = Improved Veteran Benefits.
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